
Year 5 spelling overview- 

 

 UNIT 1 UNIT 2 UNIT 3 UNIT 4 UNIT 5 

Autumn term Adding ‘ing’, ‘er’, ‘ed’ 
& est’ 

Prefix ‘auto’, ‘bi’, 
‘circum’ & ‘trans’  

‘pre’ & ‘re’ 

 

Root words  

Use of the hyphen to 
join a prefix to a root 

e.g re-enter, co-
ordinate 

Polysyllabic words Homophones & 
other words that are 

often confused 

Spring term Explore spelling 
patterns for soft ‘c’ & 

soft ‘g’ 

Plurals -  ‘x’, ‘s’, ‘ss’, 
‘ch’, ‘tch’ & ‘sh’ 

Plurals – ‘o’, ‘f’, ‘ff’, &  
‘y’ 

Suffix  ‘ful’ 

Suffix  ‘cian’  

 

Endings which sound 
like cious or tious 

Endings with cial & 
tial 

Summer term Y endings  

Words ending in ant, 
ance/ancy, ent, ence, 

ency 

i before e  

Suffix  ‘ible’, ‘able’ 
‘ably’ & ‘ibly’ 

Transforming words 

Use of the hyphen 

Prefix   ‘in’, ‘im’ & ‘il’  Common letter 
strings  

Homophones 

 

 


